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News Brief 
 

 

 Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena left Dhaka for Colombo yesterday at noon wrapping up a 

three-day state visit to Bangladesh. Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali and senior foreign officials saw the 

Sri Lankan President off at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport. According to a joint statement issued by 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Dhaka yesterday, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka agreed to work for shared 

prosperity through mutually beneficial win-win partnership and underlined the need for a peaceful, stable, 

inclusive and sustainable South Asian region. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Sri Lankan President 

Maithripala Sirisena also agreed to accelerate works in various sub-regional and regional cooperation 

mechanisms, and work towards focused and result-oriented regional economic cooperation in BIMSTEC 

and SAARC. President Sirisena applauded the socio-economic development in Bangladesh under the 

visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and lauded Bangladesh's accomplishments in various 

areas, including food autarky, energy, agriculture, disaster management, women empowerment, climate 

change adaptation, infrastructure development and education. He also commended her global leadership in 

development and also to promote peace, security, stability and democracy in Bangladesh and beyond. Both 

leaders welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on Economic Partnership between the 

two countries which should pave way for conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement by end-2017. The two 

leaders expressed their deep satisfaction at the signing of 14 instruments of cooperation.  

 Businesspeople of Bangladesh and Sri Lanka agreed in Dhaka to foster greater tie-ups for expanding 

bilateral trade and investment under a revamped Look East Policy following latest business pacts. Top 

leaders from the business front welcomed the move of the two governments for signing Free Trade 

Agreement, agreed upon during a three-day visit of Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena to Dhaka. The 

business-to-business talks took place styled on 'Bangladesh and Sri Lanka investment and business dialogue: 

Moving towards greater economic partnership' at a hotel in Dhaka yesterday. Sri Lankan President Sirisena 

attended the dialogue along with his Foreign Minister Ravi Karunanayake, Bangladesh's Foreign Minister 

Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali and other businessmen from different sectors from both the countries.  

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has asked the Special Security Force (SSF) personnel to be careful so 

that security measures do not isolate her from common people as they are at the centre of all power. The 

Prime Minister was addressing a programme of SSF at the Prime Minister's Office yesterday. She asked 

them to maintain good relations, close contact and coordination among all associate agencies for ensuring 

foolproof security circle. The Prime Minister said still there are conspiracies by a section of anti-liberation 

forces to block the country’s progress and destroy its image. Bangladesh must move forward facing all the 

plots of the evil forces as it did in the past.  

 Bangabandhu-1 satellite's ground stations will be ready for testing from September as 88 percent work 

of the project has already been completed, said State Minister for Telecom Tarana Halim yesterday. “We 

hope to launch the Bangabandhu-1 satellite commercially by April next year, which was earlier scheduled 

for next June,” she told reporters while visiting the station in Gazipur to oversee the progress made.  

 Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan has said the government is mulling over a ban on catching fishes 

along Myanmar bordering Naf River to contain unbridled smuggling of Yaba. "The ban will be imposed 

experimentally for fishermen for identifying as to who are involved in trading Yaba", the Minister said 

adding that the ban will formally be imposed after discussion with the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The 

Home Minister said this while destroying big cache of drugs recovered by RAB-7 at its headquarters at 

Patenga in Chittagong yesterday.  

 Bangladesh's exports to China stood at $949.41 million, seeing a jump by 17.48 per cent in the last 

fiscal year. Export Promotion Bureau statistics released recently revealed that country's export to China 

stood at $949.41 million in FY17 while the amount was $808.14 million in FY16. 

 DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, advanced by 1.48 percent, or 85.21 points, over the 

week to close at 5,834.87 points on Thursday.  
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